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(<toy/mofitMyeaf) ^, 1 ± ^ - ■ ^ UU£ 



International application No. 
PCT/US01/08*9i 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



Applicant 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
10 MARCH 2001 



Priority Date (day/month/year) 
17 MARCH S000 



Tie applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmite herewith 
the international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international 

A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for 
communication to all the elected Offices. 

Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



The applicant must enter ffie national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
39(l)Xsee also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 
^rj^ktou of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 
S^^nTS? ° f TfT 10 ^ taternatioaal Pupilary examination report It is the 
applicants responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

raSwfSu^de" 16 appUcal>le ^ ***** Md «V0«mmU of the elected Offices, see Volume n of the 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 
Cunmwoiuir of Pifents mi Tradsmulu 
Washington, D.C. 80881 

Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 



Form PCT/IPEA/416 (July 1992)* 



Authorized ollicer 

JAMES TRAMMELL 

t No. (703) 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

8049.4-30* 


FOR FURTHER ACTION ^ Not >f 
Preliminary 


cation of Transmittal of International 
Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/USO 1/08492 


International filing; date {day /monthly ear) 
16 MARCH 2001 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
17 MARCH 2000 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
IPC(7): H06F 17/60 and US CI.: 705/ 1 




Applicant 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 





1. This international preliiruiiary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

8. This REPORT consists of a total of l_3 sheets. 

□ ™* re P ort fa ^ accompanied by ANNEXES, ia, sheets of the description, claims andAr drawings which haw 
been amended and ate the basis for this report andbr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule V0.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of O sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I Q| Basis of the report 
H Q Priority 

HI Q Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 

IV Lack of unity of invention 

V [x] Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 

citations and explanations supporting such statement <wuuuiuii,y, 

VI Q Certain documents cited 

VII Certain defects in the international application 

VET Q Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
17 OCTOBER B001 


Date of completion of this report 
14 DECEMBER 2001 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 80831 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 

Fnrm PrTVIPCA Ia^k I l _v /. , 


Authorized officer /~\ i | I 

JAMES TRAMMELL 5 0 n ' 
Telephone No. (70s) 305-3257 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



L Basil of the report 



International application No. 
PCT/US01/08492 



1. With regard to die elements of the international application:* 
fx") the international application as originally filed 

Sthe description: 
i.™ 



pages _ 
pages _ 
pages _ 



, filed with the letter of _ 



, filed with the demand 



fx] the claims: 

pages 

pages 

I»g« 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of . 



0 



the drawings: 
pages 



, filed with the letter of _ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



fx] the sequence listing part of the description 



pages . 
pages _ 



. , filed with the letter of _ 



, filed with the demand 



2 . With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the mternaUonal application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

Inese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

|^] the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 
□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 
Q the^language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/ 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- 

□ contained in the international application in printed form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ JS^^^b^r^isSAss^ sequende ,isting does not 8 ° ***** *- *■*■■» » *■ 

□ ^tS.^' *" inf ° mlati0n m readrtte form is identica i to the writen sequence listing has 

4 l~x| The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

the description, paRe s NONE 

13 the claims, Nos NONE 

the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

5 D™ s re P° rt ^ **** draw as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70 2(c)) ** 

* f^T^rlT^JS^'t^^ ",** reCt T S " reSponSe m ***** ^Article 14 are referred to 
m ims report as originally filed and are not annexed to this nnnn cm™ th*„ >/„ «„. .„.- i 



and 70.17) '"" 7 J "*" """ " 0t annexed 10 ,his re P 0Tl since tne y d ° c 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under i, 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998)* 



amendments (Rules 70.16 
this report. 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International applicatio 
PCT/US01/0849S 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Industrial Applicability (IA) 



2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Ind e7«l ^ ( } Pr °^u ed ^ " CUSt ° mer (100) '° taMe tht CUSt0mer to «rvice s . suchT.-mail 

CroTth. 1 tl" n'- The u ele i Ctr ° niC " CC ° Unt linl " « electronic « ddre " of th« cu.tomer(lO*) to a physical addre.. 
Son! h ' ' IeCtr0niC iCC ° Unt ' e ' eCtr0nic Servic " can be P r ° vid « d f customer at either the 

^^Je^ "J T ° r b ° th , SerViC " be b ° ,h !eCUre «* d "«~« can be provided by »y 

serv.ce provider such a. an onl.ne merchant, a government agency, or a bank. (Figure 1). 

NEW CITATIONS 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July ] 9 9 8 )* 



